
1

An introduction to our 
international corporate and 
ship finance capabilities

hilldickinson.com



2 3

Introduction 
Hill Dickinson is an international commercial law firm 
and acts as a long-standing provider of legal services to 
the marine sector. We have been offering legal advice 
since 1810 and today we have a team of over 400 lawyers 
operating across four global offices (and five UK offices).

The firm has a reputation worldwide for excellence and 
innovation and aims to deliver a practical and commercial 
response to the legal requirements of business throughout 
the world. We maintain close relationships with each of our 
clients and aim to understand all aspects of their business, 
their strategies and the market risks. We see ourselves as 
being able to add considerable value in this respect. 

We hope that this description of our firm and our 
experience provides you with sufficient information to 
assess our capability in relation to your needs. We believe 
our breadth of expertise and experience in global shipping 
and ship finance offers you a relevant and successful legal 
team.

If you would like to know anything further about the firm, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.

Jasel Chauhan  
Head of International Finance 
+30 210 428 4770 
jasel.chauhan@hilldickinson.com
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INTRODUCTION

‘Jasel Chauhan gains recognition for his ‘wealth of expertise 
in the field’ with clients pointing out that ‘he is very direct 
and approachable.’

Chambers and Partners 2020

‘Jasel Chauhan provides attention to detail, considerable 
experience in materially all ship financing structures, wide 
spectrum of understanding of the shipping business.’

The Legal 500 2020
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Key facts and figures
• An international commercial law firm
• Over 200 years of heritage
• More than 850 people, including 185 partners and legal directors
• Offices in London, Piraeus, Singapore, Monaco, Hong Kong, Liverpool, 

Manchester and Leeds
• Full-service with a reputation for excellence in all its sectors 
• Specialists in a wide range of market sectors including shipping, yachts, 

maritime trade and finance, insurance and reinsurance. 

About Hill Dickinson
As a full service international law 
practice, Hill Dickinson offers a 
comprehensive range of legal services 
that add value to our clients’ needs. 
With over 185 partners and legal 
directors and more than 850 people, 
we operate from offices in London, 
Liverpool, Leeds, Manchester, Piraeus, 
Singapore, Hong Kong and Monaco.

We are a major force in insurance 
and in the corporate and commercial 
arena. Our marine expertise is 
internationally renowned and we have 
an award-winning property practice. 
We are widely regarded as a leader 
in the fields of commercial litigation, 
employment, intellectual property, 
healthcare law, clinical negligence and 
wealth  management. 

Our clients include multi-national 
companies, major corporations and 
UK plcs, insurance companies, UK and 
foreign banks and financial institutions 
as well as public and professional 
bodies, public sector organisations 
and private individuals.
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Sectors 
• Marine 
• Yachts
• Banking and finance 
• Energy
• Health
• Media 
• Transport and Shipping 
• Travel and leisure

• Wealth management

Specialisations
• Marine, trade and energy
• Commercial litigation
• Corporate 
• Employment and pensions 
• Health services
• Insurance
• Intellectual property and IT 
• Private client

• Property and construction

ABOUT HILL DICKINSONKEY FACTS AND FIGURES

Hill Dickinson was retained by the owners of RMS Titanic (pictured) following the vessel’s sinking in 1912.
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Our approach
We are committed to providing the highest quality service through a real understanding of your business priorities and 
requirements together with a common sense and commercial approach to every matter. 

Technical expertise is a ‘given’ – the key to our success is in continually adding value to our clients’ businesses. 
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We do this through:

•  Working in partnership with you – 
the success of your business is the 
success of our business.

•  Focus – on the business critical 
issues in any transaction and not 
being distracted by issues which are 
peripheral to getting the deal done. 
We use common sense to judge 
what is and what is not important to 
you.

•  Communication – effective and 
timely liaison with you is key to a 
good working relationship, through 
the transaction and beyond.

•  Providing solutions not posing 
problems – we provide clients with 
pragmatic legal advice and an 
innovative, commercial approach.

•  Access to senior lawyers – our 
competitive hourly fee rates mean 
you will always have direct access to 
partners and senior lawyers on your 
transaction.

•  Proactive – our deal management 
skills result in us driving the process.

•  Resource – we have a large team 
so are able to provide sufficient 
assistance at all times.

Our ship finance expertise
Our ship finance group acts for a number of leading ship finance banks as well 
as a wide range of owners, operators and investors in the marine and offshore 
sectors. The group advises on all forms of finance, including bilateral, club and 
syndicated and debt financings as well as more complex arrangements, such as 
leasing structures, export credit financings and seller’s credit arrangements. Our 
lawyers are also experienced in bond issues and other forms of raising capital 
whilst also providing assistance with derivatives and other credit enhancement 
products. 

Global shipping expertise 
As a full-service law firm, Hill Dickinson offers the full range of commercial legal 
services. The firm has notable strength, experience and presence in a number of 
market sectors, including marine, transportation and logistics, retail, insurance, 
health, international trade, education, and banking and financial services.

Hill Dickinson has one of the largest maritime practices of any firm in this field, 
working with national and international organisations active in sea, road, rail and 
air transportation to offer unparalleled trade and logistics expertise, accrued 
through 200 years of continuous legal practice. The firm also has a specialist 
yachts team, acting for key parties in the yacht insurance market and advising 
owners, managers, brokers, designers and builders in relation to sale and purchase 
issues, build contracts and financing for some of the world’s biggest yachts.

We believe that our ability to see transactions in their commercial context leads 
to a pragmatic approach, enabling us to assist our clients in overcoming problems 
and reaching practical solutions.

International capability
We provide advice for both UK and international businesses operating around 
the world.  We manage and co-ordinate cross-border transactions, disputes 
and advisory projects involving our closely knit network of partner law firms 
around the world. Our lawyers act as the main port of call to the clients for any 
global project and work alongside local firms selected by our clients or from our 
established network of independent partner law firms. To ensure the service is 
seamless we provide clients with a dedicated team led by a client partner.
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Our global ship finance expertise
The firm has a dedicated shipping finance group which deals with transactional work in the shipping sector including 
advising on debt, lease and equity financing for all types of vessels. 

We have an in-depth understanding of banking documentation and are able to deal with and advise on commercial and 
practical issues based on our knowledge of the marine sector. 

Some of the clients that we regularly act for in finance matters are listed below: 

Our yacht finance expertise
Hill Dickinson is widely acknowledged to be the global market leader in the provision of legal services to the superyacht 
industry. We are typically involved in 150 or more superyacht new build and sale/purchase transactions each year. Clients 
benefit from our unrivalled experience and unparalleled insight into the world’s leading superyacht builders, project managers 
and designers and our intimate working relationships with all of the foremost flag state administrations. Based in the heart of 
London’s West End, Monaco and Piraeus, we act primarily for yacht owners and work closely with the world’s leading yacht 
builders and brokers. We offer a uniquely focused service and an ability to get the deal done quickly and efficiently no matter 
how complex the transaction.

The yacht finance group advise on a significant number of individual financings of over €100 million for projects exceeding 
€250 million by value. We are currently advising on more than 100 yacht transactions (over 4,500 metres in length and €5 
billion in value) including new builds and conversions/refits at the following yards: 

• Abeking & Rasmussen 
• Amels 
• Amico 
• Baglietto  
• Baltic Yachts 
• Benetti
• Blohm & Voss 
• Cantieri delle Marche
• Cantieri Navali 
• CRN
• Custom Line 
• Damen 
• De Vries  
• Hkvoort  
• Heesen 
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Owners and operators 
•  ADES 
•  BB Energy 
•  Teekay 
•  John C. Hadjipateras & Sons 
•  Laskaridis Shipping Co. Ltd 
•  Celestyal Cruises 
•  DFDS Seaways 
•  J. Marr 
•  Intership 
•  Fratelli d’Amato
•  Oman Shipping Company
•  Damen Shipbuilders 
•  Spliethoff

•  Abu Dhabi National Oil Company
•  Corporativo Grupo R S.A. de C.V.
•  Star Reefers
•  Seatrade Groningen
•  P&O Steam Navigation Company 
•  Norden
•  Korea Line Corporation
•  Hyundai Merchant Marine
•  Laskaridis
•  World Tankers
•  Mediterranea di Navigazione S.p.A. 
•  Navigazione Montanari S.p.A. 
•  Rizzo-Bottiglieri-De Carlini Armatori S.p.A.

Financiers and bank panels
•  Bank of America 
•  HSBC 
•  BNP Paribas 
•  Lombard 
•  The Royal Bank of Scotland plc
•  Close Marine 
•  Banco Popolare 
•  Qatar National Bank
•  Arbuthnot Latham 
•  Investec 
•  Handlowy Bank (now part of 

Citibank) 
•  JP Morgan 
•  Meliorbanca 
•  Santander
•  Government of Oman
•  MST Mineralie
•  BNP Paribas
•  Deutsche Bank
•  Fortis
•  QNB

• Lurssen
• Mangusta 
• Mondo Marine 
• Nautor’s Swan 
• Nobiskrug
• Oceanco 
• Palmer Johnson
• Perini  
• Princess
• Royal Van Lent
• San Lorenzo 
• Southern Wind
• Sunrise 
• Sunseeker
• Ulstein 

OUR GLOBAL SHIP FINANCE EXPERTISE OUR YACHT FINANCE EXPERTISE

‘Lean/efficient team, effective communication, good 
commercial advice helpful in resolving deadlocks.’
The Legal 500 EMEA 2020



10 11

Our areas of expertise 

• Debt and equity financing of vessels 
of all types; 

• Bilateral, club and syndicated 
facilities; 

• Multi-currency facilities and all types 
of LMA documentation; 

• Hedging contracts in ship finance 
context; 

• Pre- and post-delivery financing of 
new buildings; 

• Assignment of shipbuilding 
contracts; 

• Refund guarantees; 

• Ship mortgages and vessel security 
documentation; 

• Financing of second-hand vessels 
and sale and purchase; 

• Sale and leaseback of vessels; 

• Collateral security issues; 

• Finance and operating leasing 
including tax structured leases; 

Recent experience
• Advising on the sale and leaseback 

of a cruise vessel;

• Advising a Jordanian-based cement 
trading and shipping group on 
financing arrangements (totalling in 
excess of US$45 million) from the 
IFC (corporate division of the World 
Bank);

• Advising a major shipping client 
on and negotiating the terms for 
the construction of two 82,000 
DWT newbuild bulk carriers and the 
related financing arrangements in 
respect of both vessels with different 
lenders;

• Advising on the financing and 
purchase of jack up oil rigs;

• Advising on the conversion of 
vessels in well stimulating oil vessels;

• Advising on the negotiation of heavy 
lift contracts;

• Advising a financier of wind farm 
support vessels on a series of 
newbuildings including assistance 
on a risk paper on the offshore wind 
industry sector to the financier’s 
board;

• Advising on numerous superyacht 
and megayacht finance transactions 
for both lenders and borrowers – 
deals ranging in size from $3 million 
to $300 million;
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• Charter assignment and tripartite 
arrangements; 

• Letters of quiet enjoyment;

• Formation, acquisition of and 
investment in shipping companies; 

• Shipping and newbuilding joint 
ventures; 

• Work-outs and restructurings; 

• Hive downs and reorganisations; 

• Vessel arrests and auctions; 

• Pool arrangements and related 
competition and working capital 
finance issues;

• Commercial and technical ship 
management agreements; 

• Flagging and associated regulatory 
issues; and 

• Yacht finance and construction

• Advising on the transfer of marine 
loan portfolios;

• Advising the board of a NYSE listed 
gas tanker operator on the hive-
down of a vessel finance package;

• Advising a major energy company 
on the project finance of a wind farm 
installation vessel;

• Advising a Middle Eastern shipowner 
on various traditional and Islamic 
finance structures for its fleet;

• Advising a NYSE listed tanker 
operator on the assumption of 
various syndicated debt facilities 
from its parent – value circa $500 
million;

• Advising a financing of a ferry 
operating on the Poland to Sweden 
route;

• Advising the owner and operator 
of accommodation barges on 
their refinancing and chartering 
agreements;

• Advising Korean and Chinese 
shipyards on numerous builder’s 
credit agreements to assist in 
the financing and delivery of 
newbuildings; and

• Advising an Australian bank on 
working capital facilities for a tanker 
of Singapore based tanker pools.

OUR AREAS OF EXPERTISE RECENT EXPERIENCE

‘In the shipping market in Greece following the recruitment of Jasel Chauhan, 
former head of ship finance and senior associate Anthony Paizes from HFW. 
The team has advised owners on several significant matters, including a $300m 
restructuring.’

The Legal 500
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Our security enforcement expertise
Market conditions in the shipping sector have been challenging over an extended 
period of time now. This has led to a situation where asset values and cash 
flows are depressed and owners and operators have become increasingly 
overleveraged. This has in turn led to distressed situations, making enforcement 
one of today’s most important shipping law practice areas.

Hill Dickinson’s shipping lawyers assist operators and creditors in such unfortunate 
situations with a view to coming to a resolution. We have highlighted examples of 
our experience related to the process of enforcement of securities.

Corporate and commercial expertise
Hill Dickinson has strong corporate teams in Piraeus, London, Manchester 
and Liverpool, from which we deliver a high-quality combination of technical 
expertise, commercial acumen and excellent client service. Our clients value the 
quality of our people, our market knowledge and our commitment to achieving 
success for them.

We offer clients accessible, full service corporate support and are specialists 
in advising a range of clients, from large listed companies and private equity 
funds to smaller start-up and owner managed businesses on the full range 
of transactions – both domestic and cross-border, including mergers and 
acquisitions, disposals, joint ventures, private equity and capital markets.

We advise both public and private companies, whether based in the UK or overseas, 
on a wide range of matters, including:
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• Advising a leading French bank 
in relation to various securities 
(including a ship mortgage and 
arrest of the ship in the context of 
numerous defaults by the borrower;

• Advising a leading Greek bank on 
the enforcement of a term loan 
facility relating to a fleet of vessels, 
including international arrests and 
court auctions in the number of 
international jurisdictions following 
the long standing default of the 
borrowers;

• Assisting clients in respect of 
mortgage enforcement proceedings 
commenced against a vessel in 
Tianjin, specifically protecting clients’ 
assets (bunkers) affected by those 
proceedings; 

• Acting for a ship owner in advising 
on its restructuring options due to 
a charterer’s imminent insolvency, 
including entering into a settlement 
agreement to restructure the debt 
and ensure the longevity of the 
charterparty; and

• Advising a ship owner in relation 
to a technical breach of its financial 
covenants and assisting in the 
negotiation of appropriate waivers 
and new financial covenants. 

Industry focus in shipping 
and marine 
Our corporate experience extends 
to every area of shipping and 
offshore activity, and covers all the 
main shipbuilding nations. We have 
accumulated a wealth of experience in 
advising on: 

• Shipbuilding contracts, performance 
guarantees, refund guarantees, 
supervision agreements and other 
related contracts; 

• Drydocking and repair agreements; 

• Conversion, refit and refurbishment 
contracts in respect of both 
commercial ships, the largest yachts 
and naval vessels; 

• Technical and Commercial 
Management Agreements and 
General and Administrative Services 
Agreements;  

• Standard terms of designers and 
naval architects, contracts for the 
interior design of cruise ships, 
contracts for the exterior and 
interior design of large yachts and 
intellectual property issues arising 
out of design and construction; and 

• Ship / yacht sale and purchase 
agreements.

• Mergers and acquisitions and 
disposals of shares and assets;

• Corporate finance, private equity, 
venture capital and other investment 
work;

• Corporate reorganisations, both 
international and domestic

• Public listings and flotations;

• Formation, restructuring and 
dissolution of joint  ventures and 
partnerships;

• Establishment of companies, 
branches and representative offices;

• Corporate governance, shareholders 
agreements, investment agreements 
and directors statutory duties;

• Company secretarial services 
and administration of companies 
(particularly branches and 
subsidiaries of overseas clients);

• Shareholders and board-room 
disputes; 

• Protection of minority rights;

• Standard trading conditions;

• Distribution, agency, franchising 
and other marketing and trading 
arrangements; and 

• Financial services, regulatory and 
compliance work.  

OUR SECURITY ENFORCEMENT EXPERTISE OUR CORPORATE OFFERING
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Capital markets expertise
Hill Dickinson’s corporate team has extensive equity capital markets experience 
(ECM), advising UK and international companies and investment banks on the 
full range of transactions involving listed companies such as initial public offering 
(IPOs), pre-IPO structuring, reverse takeovers, secondary fundraisings and other 
ECM transactions. With particular expertise advising real estate, technology, life 
sciences, natural resources and energy companies, Hill Dickinson has a strong 
reputation working with companies with assets or operations in emerging 
markets seeking to access capital in London.

We are recognised for our capital markets expertise.  We are currently ranked 
fourth for the number of AIM clients (38) in the latest AIM Advisers Rankings 
Guide.  We are active supporters of the Quoted Companies Alliance (QCA) – the 
organisation dedicated to representing the interests of quoted companies outside 
the FTSE-350.  Our lawyers sit on their technical committees, and work with the 
QCA to lobby the UK and European legislators on behalf of mid-cap and smaller 
companies.

Our ECM advice covers matters such as:

• Pre-IPO structuring and advice;
• IPOs on AIM, the London Stock 

Exchange’s Main Market and the NEX 
market;

• Introductions and fast track 
admissions to AIM;

• Secondary fundraisings such as 
placings, open offers and rights 
issues;

• Mergers and acquisitions (including 
Takeover Code transactions and 
schemes of arrangement);

• De-listings;
• Class transactions and reverse 

takeovers; and

Recent AIM transactions
Recent examples of our work include:

• Advising on the £572m AIM IPO of 
Eddie Stobart Logistics Plc;

• Advising UK Oil & Gas Plc on its 
readmission to trading on AIM as an 
operating company and institutional 
placing;

• Advising AIM-listed Minds + 
Machines Group Limited on its 
US$40m acquisition of ICM Registry 
LLC;

• Advising AIM-listed Sigmaroc Plc on 
its acquisition of Poundfield Products 
(Group) Limited;

• Advising AIM-listed Styles & Wood 
on its £42.5m acquisition by Central 
Square Holdings by way of scheme 
of arrangement;
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• All day to day matters affecting 
quoted companies such as AGMs, 
annual reports and all governance 
and compliance issues.

Our AIM clients:
• Alba Mineral Resources Plc 
• Arc Minerals Ltd 
• Arian Silver Corporation 
• Block Energy Plc 
• Blue Star Capital Plc 
• Bluejay Mining Plc 
• BMR Group Plc 
• Cadence Minerals Plc 
• DekelOil Public Ltd 
• Draganfly Investments Ltd 

• European Metals Holdings Ltd 
• FastForward Innovations Ltd 
• Georgian Mining Corporation 
• Gunsynd Plc 
• Inspirit Energy Holdings Plc 
• Johnson Service Group Plc 
• Lionsgold Ltd 
• Manx Financial Group Plc 
• Mayan Energy Ltd 
• MBL Group Plc
• Minds + Machines Group Ltd 
• MySQUAR Ltd 
• Octagonal Plc 
• Oilex Ltd 
• Plutus PowerGen Plc 
• Polemos Plc 
• Port Erin Biopharma Investments Ltd 
• Primorus Investments Plc 
• Reabold Resources Plc 
• Red Emperor Resources NL 
• SalvaRx Group Plc 
• Solo Oil Plc 
• Strat Aero Plc 
• SysGroup Plc 
• Two Shields Investments Plc 
• UK Oil & Gas Plc 
• URU Metals Ltd 
• Webis Holdings Plc

• Advising on the public takeover of 
AIM-listed Vindon Healthcare Plc by 
Source Bioscience Plc;

• Advising on the £31m AIM IPO of 
C4X Discovery Plc and subsequent 
fundraising;

• Advising on the AIM IPO of SEC 
S.p.A;

• Advising on the fast track admission 
to AIM from the ASX of European 
Metals Holdings Limited;

• Advising on the £38m AIM IPO 
of Nanoco Group Plc by way of a 
reverse takeover and scheme of 
arrangement; and

• Advising on the take-private of 
Parkwood Holdings Plc by way of a 
scheme of arrangement.

Expertise in the hotel, 
hospitality and leisure 
industry
We have a multidisciplinary team of 
specialists across our offices which 
provide legal advice on all aspects 
of the hotel, hospitality and leisure 
industry.  Our areas of expertise 
include: 

• Corporate matters such as the sale 
and purchase of hotel, hospitality 
and leisure businesses and joint 
ventures;

• Financing;

• Property advice such as leases, 
property management and 
development agreements; 

• Construction and planning;

• Commercial agreements;

• Litigation and dispute resolution;

• Employment and pensions;

• Brand and reputation protection;

• Regulatory;

• Insurance; and

• Governance.

CAPITAL MARKETS EXPERTISE RECENT AIM TRANSACTIONS
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Recent sector experience
Recent examples of our work include:

• Advising on the sale of City Cruises 
to Hornblower;

• Advising UK Oil & Gas plc on £12m 
acquisition of Tellurian interest in 
Horse Hill oilfield;

• Advising Reabold Resources Plc on 
£24m institutional placing; 

• Advising ADES International 
Holdings PLC on its acquisition of 
four onshore drilling rigs in Algeria;

• Acting for HSBC in connection 
with a £16.5m facility provided to 
Crest Group to refinance existing 
indebtedness in relation to a Holiday 
Inn in Birmingham;

• Acting for Coutts in relation to 
facilities provided to fund the 
development and operation of a 
branded hotel in Bridgwater;

• Acting for Clydesdale Bank on the 
acquisition and development funding 
of a budget hotel in southwest 
London;

• Acting for a number of other clearing 
banks in respect of the development 
and refinancing of numerous 
branded hotels such as Holiday Inn, 
Premier Inn and Travelodge;

• Acting for Hyde Park Finance in 
relation to a facility to fund the 
development of a boutique hotel in 
Borough High Street;

• Acting for developer-operator, 
Downing, a major player in the 
student accommodation sector on 
the funding aspects of its £439m 
student accommodation joint 
venture with  European Property 
Investors Special Opportunities, a 
fund advised by pan-European real 
estate investment manager Tristan 
Capital Partners;

• Advising Malmaison and Hotel du Vin 
on a development agreement for the 
construction of a hotel in northern 
England;

• Acting on the purchase of the 
Lucknam Park Hotel & Spa in 
Wiltshire;

• Acting for Lancashire County Cricket 
Club over many years including 
matters relating to their hotel, such 
as hotel management agreements, 
construction arrangements and 
financing;
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• Acting for Liverpool City Council on 
the construction and management 
arrangements for the Pullman Hotel 
in King’s Dock, Liverpool;

• Acting for Lewes District Council on 
the development of two brand new 
budget hotels on the south coast 
and the associated town centre 
regeneration project to include 
leisure facilities, residential and retail;

• Acting for a regeneration company 
which is constructing a £40m 
mixed-use scheme which  comprises 
student accommodation, hotel and 
commercial units in Liverpool;

• Advising Regency Group on various 
matters including in relation to the 
Hyatt Regency Belgrade hotel, the 
purchase of various other hotels and 
management agreements for the 
Hotel Grande Bretagne and the King 
George Hotel in Athens;

• Advising Regency Entertainment 
Group on various matters relating 
to their casinos in Greece and other 
European countries;

• Advising Caesars Entertainment 
Group (formerly London Clubs 
International Group) on various 
matters relating to their eight casinos 
in the UK; and

• Providing on-going commercial 
legal advice to Everton Football 
Club and Blackburn Rovers 
including hospitality management 
arrangements.
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Other key departments
General commercial 
Our commerce and technology 
team consists of 14 lawyers and has 
developed a leading reputation in the 
market. It is recognised in the leading 
legal directories as a leading provider 
of commercial services across a range 
of commercial agreements and IT and 
intellectual property work. The team is 
made up of specialist teams covering 
(i) commercial agreements, (ii) 
competition law, state aid and merger 
control and (iii) franchising, agency 
and distribution.

Commercial litigation 
The commercial litigation department 
has a strong reputation and its 
specialist team of dedicated litigators 
seek to ensure that we give our clients 
the best advice in all aspects of 
litigation-related matters. Commercial 
litigation is an area in which the firm 
has a reputation for adopting a robust, 
commercial attitude and for providing 
a sound common sense approach to 
dispute resolution. 

Banking 
The banking team covers all aspects 
of banking and finance including 
acquisition and development finance, 
surety bonds and swaps and other 
capital market products. Members of 
the banking team are recognised as 
leaders in their field. 

Regulatory 
Hill Dickinson’s regulatory team 
provides an integrated, corporate 
service which is founded on long 
experience of dealing with all relevant 
regulators. They advise on compliance 
strategy and procedures as well as 
confronting regulatory authorities in 
the courts and specialist tribunals.

The team represents clients on 
investigations instigated by a range of 
government organisations including 
the Crown Prosecution Service, HM 
Revenue & Customs, the Competition 
and Markets Authority, the Serious 
Fraud Office, the Financial Conduct 
Authority, UK Visas and Immigration 
and the National Crime Agency.

Intellectual property and IT 
Intellectual property protection and 
technology transactional issues can 
be significant factors in the success 
of a business or organisation.  With 
its in-house patent agents, Hill 
Dickinson is able to offer an ‘end-to-
end’ intellectual property service. This 
includes the full range of legal services 
needed to register, protect, promote 
and enforce IPRs, including rights such 
as trademarks, patents, designs and 
copyright.

Our IT lawyers regularly advise on 
drafting, negotiating and reviewing 
software development agreements, 
licences, escrow arrangements and 
support and maintenance agreements; 
agreements for hardware purchase, 
support and maintenance and 
leasing (either for specific aspects 
of a computer system, or an entire 
turnkey arrangement); agreements 
for the outsourcing of IT systems and 
services; website hosting agreements, 
website design and development 
agreements, website disclaimers, 
terms and conditions and privacy 
policies and online trading. 
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Tax 
The tax department provides advice 
on a myriad of tax matters including 
corporate transactions, employee 
remuneration, property transactions, 
returning value to shareholders, 
estate planning for inheritance tax 
management and the use of trusts 
and foreign domiciliaries. 

Employment and pensions  
The employment team advises on 
all non-contentious and contentious 
employment and HR matters, 
acting primarily for employers on 
employment contracts, remuneration 
issues, HR policies and in prosecuting 
and defending claims in the 
employment tribunals and courts. 
We also provide training to clients 
in the form of tailored seminars and 
workshops as well as online support.

The pensions team offers a full 
pensions documentation service, 
including deeds establishing pension 
schemes, definitive deeds and rules, 
updating documents to facilitate 
compliance with changes in law and 
practice, deeds recording changes 
of employer and trustees and advice 
to trustees on their rights, duties and 
powers. 

Real estate 
The national real estate team 
comprises over 120 staff, including 38 
partners and 36 lawyers and is held in 
high regard. Expert advice is given on 
all contentious and non-contentious 
property matters, including leases, 
sale and leaseback, acquisitions, 
property development and 
investment, financing and property 
joint ventures.

Planning and environmental 
Planning and environmental 
matters are often controversial and 
need careful consideration. Skilful 
management and experienced 
guidance in such cases have earned 
the firm’s planning and environmental 
department an enviable reputation. 
The department advises leading 
businesses as well as national and 
regional developers.

Personal injury 
Our personal injury team deals 
with every aspect of an accident, 
starting with on-site investigation 
and assistance to handling all 
resulting proceedings. The team 
has an unrivalled reputation in this 
field, handling passenger and crew 
issues arising from minor incidents 
right through to major events often 
involving fatal or serious injury.

 HILL DICKINSON  AN INTRODUCTION TO OUR INTERNATIONAL CORPORATE AND SHIP FINANCE CAPABILITIES

OTHER KEY DEPARTMENTS
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Ethos and pricing 
Our goal is to exceed our clients’ 
expectations and add value to their 
businesses. We pride ourselves on 
our in-depth understanding of their 
operations, enabling us to offer 
a seamless legal and commercial 
support service whenever and 
wherever it is needed. Our policy is to 
match the most appropriate lawyer(s) 
to the particular work involved to 
ensure that costs are managed in 
the most efficient way. Our team 
combines specialist technical expertise 
with practical common sense, 
flexibility and all-round commercial 
experience to ensure that your legal 
expenses will be managed in the most 
efficient way. 

Professional recommendations 
‘The team has a strong knowledge of the maritime shipping market, and a solid 
presence in Greece which is a major maritime hub. Hill Dickinson compares very 
favorably in terms of cost to all other UK firms in Piraeus, with an equal, or even 
better, level of service. I recommend them highly.’

The Legal 500

‘Total professionalism with a friendly approach... [and] in depth understanding of 
our business environment.’

Chambers and Partners 

‘The team [offers a] premier corporate and M&A offering in Liverpool, part 
of a respected transactional presence across the North West. A top choice 
for M&A, private equity investments and IPOs across many sectors, including 
manufacturing, retail and financial services’. 

Chambers and Partners 

‘This is genuinely a team - there is a commonality in the way they approach 
things, which is great. The advice is also technically strong, as well as pragmatic.’ 

Chambers and Partners 

Praised for providing a ‘very smooth, seamless service,’ this team acts for a 
range of national and international companies and private equity firms. Sources 
say: ‘They provide a very consistent level of service, on both smaller and bigger 
transactions.’ 

Chambers and Partners

‘The lawyers are very user-friendly, respond in stellar time and have a very good 
knowledge of all the issues involved, and provide quick and sound advice.’

Chambers and Partners

Recent awards
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SHIP FINANCE AND CORPORATE TEAM - PIRAEUS

Foteini Sfyndili 
Legal Assistant 
+30 210 428 4770 
foteini.sfyndili@hilldickinson.com

Foteini is a legal assistant in the marine team, with offshore 
experience from the Cayman Islands and over 20 years’ experience 
working with international and domestic law firms in Canada.

Corporate, shipping and finance team - Piraeus, Greece 

Jasel Chauhan 
Partner, Head of International Finance 
+30 210 428 4770 
jasel.chauhan@hilldickinson.com 

Jasel is Head of International Finance and is based in the firm’s 
Piraeus office. He advises banks, ship owners and financial 
institutions on a variety of finance and corporate shipping matters, 
including ship finance, joint ventures, hire purchase and leasing 
transactions, corporate restructuring and reorganisation, shipping 
investment funds, shipbuilding and builder credits, interest rate and 
currency derivatives and security enforcement. Jasel has also been 
involved in some of the most high profile restructurings of Greek-
based ship owners and managers in recent times.

Jasel is rated as a notable practitioner and described as “an 
exceptional professional” by Legal 500 Europe while Chambers 
and Partners Global notes that  “Jasel is not someone who wants 
to score points in negotiations; he is commercial, understands how 
deals work and focuses on getting the deal done’.  He is ‘thorough 
and responsive”.

Ioanna Dimopoulou 
Legal Director 
+30 210 428 4770 
ioanna.dimopoulou@hilldickinson.com

Ioanna is an experienced shipping lawyer with 14 years’ extensive 
experience in  a wide range of sale and purchase of both second 
hand and newbuilding vessels, as well as ship finance transactions, 
followed by a year in the legal department of a leading ship 
management company. 

Ioanna is qualified in both Greece and England and has extensive 
experience in all types of maritime, finance and company/
commercial transactions. She advises clients on all aspects of sale 
and purchase for ships and yachts (newbuildings and second 
hand), ship finance documentation, regulatory matters (including 
GDPR) and joint ventures and other commercial transactions. 
Ioanna acts for a variety of clients (including ship owners and 
investors) and is regularly involved in a wide range of work both 
within Greece/UK and cross-border. 

Anthony Paizes 
Legal Director 
+30 210 428 4770 
anthony.paizes@hilldickinson.com

Anthony is a senior associate in the finance and transactional 
shipping team based in the firm’s Piraeus office. He advises 
banks, shipowners and managers in relation to their financing 
arrangements, as well as ship sale and purchase, newbuilding and 
charterparty matters. 

Anthony has extensive experience in corporate and commercial 
law and in dealing with offshore corporate vehicles, funds and 
trusts. Anthony  advises on joint venture contracts, shareholders’ 
agreements, share sale and purchase agreements, sale of business 
agreements, corporate reorganisations, as well as general 
commercial agreements. 

Anthony is admitted to practice in England and Wales, Greece, 
South Africa and the Cayman Islands. He speaks English, Greek and 
Afrikaans fluently.

Io Papadimitriou  
Associate (Qualified in Greece) 
+30 210 428 4770 
io.papadimitriou@hilldickinson.com

Io specialises in both corporate/shipping finance transactions 
and dispute resolution and shipping litigation matters. She has 
experience of acting on behalf of shipping companies, banks and 
financial institutions in relation to financial arrangements and 
the preparation and negotiation of loan facilities and security 
documentation in relation to ship finance transactions. Io also 
advises on restructurings and refinancing of distressed debt. 

Maria Nomicos 
Legal Assistant 
+30 210 428 4770 
maria.nomicos@hilldickinson.com

Maria is a legal assistant in the finance and transactional shipping 
team. She has more than 20 years’ experience of international 
shipping law firms in Greece and has worked in both disputes and 
transactional departments.

Harris Kouppas 
Associate 
+30 210 428 4770  
harris.kouppas@hilldickinson.com

Harris is a shipping litigation solicitor in the Piraeus office. He 
specialises in dry and wet shipping, international trade, as well as 
marine and non-marine insurance disputes.

Harris deals with all aspects of shipping law including 
charterparties, cargo claims, international sale of goods, marine 
insurance, salvage and general average.

‘Qualities we value in them include: speed 
of response, reasonable billing, accurate 
legal advice and easy to work with.’
The Legal 500 2020

Vanessa Tzoannos 
Of Counsel 
+30 210 428 4770 
vanessa.tzoannos@hilldickinson.com

Vanessa specialises in transactions in the shipping and international 
trade sectors. She represents banks and ship owners in financing 
arrangements and the drafting and negotiating of loan facilities and 
security documentation. She also advises on ship sale and purchase 
and newbuilding contracts and commercial arrangements, 
including charterparty, agency, shareholder and joint venture 
agreements. Vanessa has recently qualified in the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands and although not qualified in the laws of Liberia, 
advises on disputes and transactional matters in both jurisdictions.

Vanessa’s experience extends to advising in disputes and 
enforcement proceedings arising from all types of shipping 
contracts as, well as cargo and marine insurance claims.

Maria-Loukia Markantonaki 
Associate (Qualified in Greece) 
+30 210 428 4770 
maria-loukia.markantonaki@hilldickinson.com

Maria-Loukia is an associate in the shipping team in the Piraeus 
office. She has expertise in corporate, maritime, yachting and 
commercial law with specific experience working on transactional 
shipping and corporate matters.  Her expertise covers both 
shipping and yachting SNP cases.
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International corporate, shipping and finance team

Piraeus

Anthony Paizes 
Legal Director 
+30 697 012 8747 
anthony.paizes@hilldickinson.com

Io Papadimitriou 
Associate (Qualified in Greece) 
+30 697 066 1476 
io.papadimitriou@hilldickinson.com

Jasel Chauhan     
Partner and Head of International Finance 
+30 697 033 8800  
jasel.chauhan@hilldickinson.com

Ioanna Dimopoulou 
Legal Director 
+30 210 428 4770 
ioanna.dimopoulou@hilldickinson.com

Harris Kouppas 
Associate 
+30 210 428 4770 
harris.kouppas@hilldickinson.com

Singapore

Sumeet Malhotra 
Partner 
+65 6576 4747 
sumeet.malhotra@hilldickinson.com

Shanna Ghose 
Partner 
+65 6576 4726 
shanna.ghose@hilldickinson.com

London (City)

Mark Walker 
Partner 
+44 (0)20 7280 9130 
mark.walker@hilldickinson.com

Roderick Palmer
Partner and Head of Commercial Shipping 
+44 (0)20 7280 9137 
roderick.palmer@hilldickinson.com

Malcolm Entwistle
Legal Director 
+44 (0)20 7280 9134 
malcolm.entwistle@hilldickinson.com

Diana Syziu
Legal Director and Notary Public 
+44 (0)20 7280 9298 
diana.syziu@hilldickinson.com

Melissa Campbell 
Associate 
+44 (0)20 7280 9139 
melissa.campbell@hilldickinson.com

Rajveer Shemi
Associate
+44 (0)20 7280 9222
rajveer.shemi@hilldickinson.com

Mark Wheeler
Legal Director 
+44 (0)20 7280 9166 
mark.wheeler@hilldickinson.com

Brian Maeng
Associate
+44 (0)20 7280 9360 
brian.maeng@hilldickinson.com

Amy Grosvenor 
Associate 
+44 (0)20 7280 9341 
amy.grosvenor@hilldickinson.com

James Lawson 
Partner 
+44 (0)20 7280 9156 
james.lawson@hilldickinson.com

Tony Allen 
Partner and Head of Yachts 
+44 (0)20 7280 9154 
tony.allen@hilldickinson.com

London (St James’s)

Liverpool

Panos Pourgourides  
Partner 
+44 (0)20 7280 9191 
panos.pourgourides@hilldickinson.com

Thomas Frei 
Partner 
+44 (0)20 7280 9210 
thomas.frei@hilldickinson.com
Alex Teji 
Partner 
+44 (0)20 7280 9112 
alex.teji@hilldickinson.com
Nafsika Connolly 
Senior Associate 
+44 (0)20 7280 9325 
nafsika.connolly@hilldickinson.com
Nino Inasaridze   
Senior Associate 
+44 (0)20 7280 9336 
nino.inasaridze@hilldickinson.com
Joanna Welch 
Associate 
+44 (0)20 7280 9335 
joanna.welch@hilldickinson.com

Tim Woollard 
Associate 
+44 (0)20 7280 9287  
tim.woollard@hilldickinson.com

Colin Lavelle 
Legal Director 
+44 (0)151 600 8119 
colin.lavelle@hilldickinson.com

Antony Cowie 
Legal Director  
+852 2525 7019 
antony.cowie@hilldickinson.com

Hong Kong

Bryan O’Hare 
Partner 
+852 2525 7655 
bryan.o’hare@hilldickinson.com

Pui Yip Leung 
Associate 
+852 2525 7008 
leung.puiyip@hilldickinson.com

Edward Liu 
Legal Director
+852 2525 7477
edward.liu@hilldickinson.com

Alexander May 
Foreign Counsel (qualified in New York) 
+852 2525 7562
alex.may@hilldickinson.com

David Reardon 
Partner 
+377 9770 0460 
david.reardon@hilldickinson.com

Martin Penny 
Partner 
+377 9770 0460 
martin.penny@hilldickinson.com

Monaco

Francesca Conn 
Associate 
+377 9770 0460 
francesca.conn@hilldickinson.com

Ines Audran 
Associate 
+377 9770 0460 
ines.audran@hilldickinson.com

Kurt Lau 
Partner
+852 2525 7238
kurt.lau@hilldickinson.com

Kelly Jungsun Kim
Legal Director
+852 2525 7009
kelly.kim@hilldickinson.com

Jacob Chun 
Associate 
jacob.chun@hilldickinson.com

Maggie Lee 
Associate 
maggie.lee@hilldickinson.com

Michael French 
Associate 
+44 (0)151 600 8606 
michael.french@hilldickinson.com

Karen Smith 
Paralegal 
+44 (0)151 600 8247 
karen.smith@hilldickinson.com

Maria-Loukia Markantonaki 
Associate (Qualified in Greece) 
+30 210 428 4770 
maria-loukia.markantonaki@hilldickinson.com

Vanessa Tzoannos 
Of Counsel 
+30 210 428 4770 
vanessa.tzoannos@hilldickinson.com
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About Hill Dickinson
Hill Dickinson LLP is a leading and award-winning 
international commercial law firm with more 
than 850 people including 185 partners and 
legal directors. 

The firm delivers advice and strategic guidance 
spanning the full legal spectrum, from non-contentious 
advisory and transactional work, to all forms of 
commercial litigation. The firm acts as a trusted 
adviser to businesses, organisations and individuals 
within a wide range of specialist market sectors.


