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GASUM EXPANDS LNG BUNKERING SERVICES AFTER SEALING 

EQUINOR AGREEMENT 

Gas sector specialist Gasum has extended its LNG bunkering services to include Antwerp, Amsterdam and Rotterdam (ARA) 
after sealing a new agreement with Equinor. The long-term agreement with Equinor builds on years of cooperation, and will 
see Gasum extend the area that is delivers LNG bunkers to Equinor. It will also allow the company to serve other clients in 
the region. “We are very proud that Equinor chose Gasum as their partner in the ARA region. Equinor is one of the forerunners 
using LNG in their operations, and they were our first LNG customer in the maritime segment. This new agreement marks yet 
another milestone in our co-operation and in Gasum’s growth,” said Gasum’s LNG maritime sales director Jacob Granqvist. 
Bunkering for Equinor will mainly be performed by Gasum’s bunker vessels Coralius and Kairos. source: www.splash247.com 
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LNG CANADA STRUCK BY COVID-19 OUTBREAK 

BC’s Northern Health Authority (NHA) confirmed November 19 a Covid-19 outbreak at the Anglo-Dutch Shell-led LNG Canada 
project site at Kitimat, on the province’s northern coast. To date, the authority said, 14 employees have tested positive for the 
virus, and all infections occurred in the same general work area. It did not specify whether the outbreak was at the LNG 
Canada work site or at one of the many open camps in the area. Work on the LNG Canada project has already been set back 
by about nine months by Covid-19 measures implemented earlier this year by the BC government. It’s not known whether this 
outbreak will impact the project’s schedule. The NHA, with the assistance of LNG Canada and its prime contractor, JGC Fluor, 
are continuing with contact tracing protocols. So far, 32 employees remain in self-isolation at the site, while the rest are self-
isolating in their home communities. “Our efforts are currently focused on the recovery of these affected individuals, the 
disinfection and sanitisation of the impacted work areas, and the well-being of all project workers,” LNG Canada and JGC 
Fluor said in a joint statement. “As well, we remain committed to protecting the health and safety of the First Nations and 
community stakeholders neighbouring our project site in Kitimat and Terrace.” The NHA said the outbreak declaration will 
remain in place for at least 28 days. source : www.naturalgasworld.com 

 

INDIA TO HAVE 1000 LNG STATIONS IN THREE YEARS: 

MINISTER  
India hopes to have 1,000 LNG filling stations along its major highways at intervals of a few hundred kilometres in the next 
three years, the country’s petroleum and natural gas minister Dharmendra Pradhan said November 19. He was attending the 
ceremony marking the start of work on the first 50 stations. The government has identified LNG as a transport fuel as a priority 
area and the aim is for a tenth of trucks to run on natural gas.  The first 50 will be set up and commissioned in partnership 
by state companies such as Indian Oil Corp, BPCL, HPCL, Gail, Petronet LNG, Gujarat Gas. Indian Oil will set up 20 stations, 
while BPCL and HPCL will set up 11 each. LNG as heavy vehicle fuel can provide around 20-25mn m3/day of new gas 
demand by 2035 and will play an important role in boosting gas demand, Pradhan said. The Indian government is aiming to 
boost the share of gas in the energy mix from 6-7% today to 15% by 2030. source : www.naturalgasworld.com 

 

HOEGH LNG TO SUPPLY INDIAN FSRU 
Bermuda-based LNG vessel owner Hoegh LNG has entered a binding commitment to supply a floating storage and 
regasification unit (FSRU) for an LNG import project in Jaigarh in western India, it said on November 19. The project in the 
Maharashtra state is being developed by H-Energy and is expected to regasify up to 1.5mn metric tons/year of LNG. Hoegh 
LNG will provide the FSRU as early as the first quarter of 2021, under a 10-year contract with additional one-year extension 
options available. "The construction of H-Energy’s LNG import project is near to completion, positioning it as a timely gateway 
to one of the world’s highest growing LNG markets,' Hoegh CEO Sveinung Stohle said. "The terminal will be the first of what 
we believe could be multiple FSRU based terminals in India." H-Energy earlier said the terminal would be ready to start 
operations towards the end of 2021. The company is also developing import projects at Kakinada port on India's east coast 
and in West Bengal. source : www.naturalgasworld.com 
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QATARGAS SHIPS FIRST Q-MAX LNG CARGO TO TIANJIN LNG 

Qatari LNG supplier Qatargas announced on November 17 it had used a Q-Max LNG carrier (LNGC) for the first time to ship 
LNG cargo to the Tianjin LNG terminal China. The Qatargas-chartered Al Mafyar LNGC was loaded on October 21 and arrived 
at Tianjin, near Beijing, on November 10. The Q-Max is the largest LNGC class in the world, with a 266,000-m3 capacity.  
The 6mn metric ton/year Tianjin LNG terminal is owned and operated by China's Sinopec, and is undergoing an expansion 
to raise its capacity to 10.8mn mt/yr. It was brought online on February 2018 and has since handled over 200 LNG cargoes. 
China has 22 LNG regasification terminals in total, of which 11 can accommodate Q-Max LNGCs. source : www.naturalgasworld.com 

 
SOVCOMFLOT JV SIGNS LNGC REFINANCE DEAL  

Russia’s Sovcomflot, Japan’s NYK Line and Singapore’s Samudera, have signed a new $155mn non-recourse, eight-year 
credit facility with MUFG Bank and Development Bank of Japan to refinance two LNG carriers, the Russian company said on 
November 16. The facility will be used towards refinancing two LNG carriers servicing the Tangguh LNG plant in Indonesia. 
Tangguh Towuti and Tangguh Batur are jointly owned and operated by Sovcomflot, NYK Line and Samudera. The 7.6mn 
metric tons/year Tangguh LNG plant is operated by BP and began exports in 2009. It ships LNG to China, South Korea and 
the US, and also supplies gas domestically. source : www.naturalgasworld.com 

 

LNG ON THE RISE IN ROTTERDAM 

LNG is being used more and more in the port of Rotterdam, the port authority said on November 12, with nine LNG bunkering 
vessels now operating in the area. The Gas Agility bunkering vessel of France's Total began refuelling the Jacques Saade 
containership, owned by French cargo shipper CMA CGM, on the morning of November 12 with 18,000 m3 of LNG, the port 
said. The operation took 16 hours to complete. Gas Agility is the largest LNG bunkering vessel in the world, and was launched 
at the Hudong-Zhonghua shipyard in China in October last year. "Like CMA CGM, we support the transition from heavy fuel 
oil to LNG as a transport fuel for shipping," the port said, noting LNG was the cleanest fuel that is both scalable and affordable 
for vessels of such size. The port aspires to become a key hub for import, export, storage and bunkering of LNG, it said. 
Total has a ten-year deal to provide CMA CGM with 300,000 metric tons/year of LNG bunkering fuel. Jacques Saade was 
delivered to CMA CGM in September 2020 and is the first of nine large-sized LNG containerships ordered by the shipowner 
in 2017 from China State Shupbuilding Corp. source : www.naturalgasworld.com 
 
FLEX LNG FORECASTS INCREASE IN RATES 

Flex LNG traded its vessels at cash break-even levels in the third quarter but is expecting a significant uptick in the last three 
months of the year. The John Fredriksen-controlled LNG carrier owner reported average time charter equivalent rates of 
$46,569 per day for the three months ending in September. Chief exeutive Oystein Kalleklev said Flex LNG Management had 
traded its vessels at cash break-even levels. Flex expects to see an increase in TCE rates to $70,000 to $75,000 per day 
for the fourth quarter. source : www.tradewindsnews.com 
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Spain’s Scale Gas starts hunt for LNG bunker vessel 

newbuilding 

Enagas’ bunkering arm is also in talks with charterers for upcoming vessel for western Mediterranean. Enagas-controlled Scale 
Gas has requested quotes from selected shipyards for an LNG bunker vessel (LNGBV) newbuilding that will operate out of 
Spain’s Mediterranean port of Algeciras serving ships in the local and Strait of Gibraltar markets. Fearnley LNG Advisors 
managing consultant Gary Regan told TradeWinds the shortlisting process will start in late November or early December. “We 
would like to have a newbuild contract in place by the end of January with a vessel on the water in mid-2023,” he said. Scale 
Gas will own the vessel, which will be fitted with type-C tanks, but plans to charter it out. Regan said a parallel process is 
finding a charterer for the LNGBV.There is strong interest from three potential charterers, with another couple considering 
making an offer, he said. 
 
Regan revealed that interest had already been received that would cover 100% of the capacity in the LNGBV. He said the 
target is for a newbuilding contract and a time-charter party to be in place so that a final investment decision can be taken on 
the vessel project at the end of January. This will be Scale Gas’ first fully owned LNGBV. The company, which was set up by 
utility Enagas three years ago to invest in small-scale LNG infrastructure, has already moved ahead with a first LNGBV. It 
teamed up with Knutsen OAS Shipping on a 5,000-cbm newbuilding. The vessel, which is reported to be priced at €35m 
($40.7m), will be built at Spanish shipyard group Astilleros Armon for delivery in 2022. Knutsen is said to have concluded a 
10-year charter contract for the newbuilding. It is expected to be chartered by Shell and primarily used for bunkering services 
in the Barcelona area. Scale Gas won more than €20m in funding in total for the two LNGBVs from the European Union, up 
to a maximum of 20% of the value of each. About €9.2m was granted for the 5,000-cbm LNGBV and €11.3m for its larger 
cousin. 
 
Regan said the EU funding had been very helpful as it meant Scale Gas could offer a vessel on very competitive terms. But 
he added that there needs to be some sharing of risk between Scale Gas and the charterer while they develop the market. 
Regan said Fearnley LNG is excited by the Algeciras and Strait of Gibraltar market. “We think it is going to be very big by 
2030,” he said. The broker and consultant has previously said LNG bunkering will amount to at least 1.8bn cbm, or 800,000 
tonnes per year by the end of this decade. “We think this is one of the few untapped big LNG bunker hubs in the world,” he 
said. “It is the big one in Europe that hasn’t been developed yet and that’s why we are really excited by it. We are very 
positive on the outlook for the LNG bunker market.” Regan said that in a very low price environment, the LNG suppliers want 
to create and stimulate new demand, which has increased the level of interest in small-scale LNG and LNG bunkering. “We 
are bullish that there is going to be a need for a lot more small-scale LNGBVs,” he said. “I think we will see a large number 
of LNGBVs ordered next year.” source : www.tradewindsnews.com 
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LNG ENTERS NEW PHASE 

Dallas Smith, director of LNG and offshore at the Liberian Registry, writes today on the importance of rapidly scaling up LNG 
fuelling options at ports around the world. There’s a ploy used in tabloid journalism about building up stars and then bashing 
them once they’ve made it to the big time. The same could be said in the excruciating slow development of LNG as a ship’s 
fuel. However, the past few days have been rather monumental in the marathon to make LNG a mainstream shipping fuel, led 
by the fuelling in Rotterdam of a gigantic modern marvel CMA CGM vessel (pictured) – the largest ship fuelling to date of this 
fuel type. It has taken a long time to get to where we are today – on the cusp of genuine change. Prior to joining the Liberian 
Registry this year, I was with the United States Coast Guard for 20 years, during which time I oversaw all the LNG operations 
for the organisation globally including all things related to bunkering. 
 
I’ve seen LNG as a fuel grow from bullish pronouncements in conference halls 15 years ago to now being used onboard ship; 
but it has been slow and still the shoreside infrastructure needs beefing up. Yet no sooner has gas taken off than its detractors 
have come out in force – the methane slip argument is gaining traction. Nevertheless, I still believe gas as a bridging fuel has 
a strong future – there is very little out there so far down the road in terms of tech and infrastructure development. It’s time is 
now, made all the more relevant by the decision this week at the Marine Environment Protection Committee meeting at the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) to bring in emissions cutting measures across the entire global merchant fleet. At 
the Liberian Registry we are building a global gas team, and we’re now the fastest growing flag for gas-related ships in the 
world. We’re definitely seeing a huge shift with so many of our customers moving in the direction of gas, whether it is LNG, 
propane, ethane – as a transition fuel – hopefully for 25 years, but we don’t have a crystal ball. Of course, LNG’s greatest 
problem is that it contains carbon, so it may not be around beyond 2050, but that does not mean it cannot play a crucial part 
on shipping’s path to zero carbon. LNG has long been touted as a future fuel but in chicken-and-egg fashion we’ve been 
waiting around for so long, working out who will build the bunker facilities, the bunker vessels and the whole supply chain. It 
is getting there, but it is still hardly global – we need more. 
 
Take the US west coast, for instance, that is an area in urgent need of gas fuelling infrastructure, and bear in mind this can 
take three to five years to install. Port authorities need to build the infrastructure because LNG-fuelled ships are being built 
fast – 200 already delivered with at least another 100 on the orderbook. Here’s an interesting stat for readers, courtesy of 
brokers SSY. Of the total tanker contracting – for vessels 10,000+ dwt and excluding chemical tankers – in the first 10 months 
of 2020, about 10% of the orders were placed for LNG dual-fuelled vessels, close to the 11% placed in 2019, and up from 2% 
in 2018 and about 8% in 2017. “As confidence in LNG as a bunker fuel has grown alongside improved vessel refuelling 
infrastructure and accessibility, more shipowners have in the last two years committed to LNG dual-fuelled ships rather than 
LNG-ready vessels,” SSY noted in a report this month. We need to accept that LNG-fuelled ships are going to be charterers’ 
often chosen newbuilds for this decade – and these ships will be around through to the 2040s – so now is the time to make 
their fuelling options far more global. source: www.splash247.com 
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DISCLAIMER: The news, opinions, reports, updates and data or views contained  on the Reports page may not represent the opinions or views of CYGNUS ENERGY, ITS OWNERS, ITS employees or its agents or affiliates. CYGNUS ENERGY makes no representation, warranty or guarantee as to 

the accuracy or completeness of the information contained in any News, Research, Analysis or Opinion provided by this service. the information has been taken and credited and cited to the sources as per the citation given in the report/newsletter herein. Under no circumstances will CYGNUS 

ENERGY, its owners, employees, gents or affiliates be held liable by any person or entity or institution or company for decisions made or actions taken by any person or entity that relies upon the information provided here. While every care has been taken to ensure that the information in this 

publication is accurate, CYGNUS ENERGY, can accept no responsibility for any errors or omissions or any consequences arising therefrom. Figures are based on latest available information, which is subject to subsequent revision and correction. The views expressed are those of CYGNUS ENERGY 

and do not necessarily reflect the views of any other associated company. NEWS AND SOURCE: LNGWORLDNEWS, LNG INDUSTRY, THE HINDU BUSINESS, ARGUS MEDIA, PETROWATCH, REUTERS, IGU LNG REPORT 2018, TRADEWINDS, MONEYCONTROL 
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