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Scrubber growth slows despite widening bunker spread 

The number of scrubber-fitted containerships joining the world fleet has slowed 
sharply, with just 85 vessels of 760,000 teu added in the first half of 2021. It 
compares to 250 ships of 2.3 Mteu added in the same period in 2020. The to-
tal number of scrubber-fitted ships reached 785 units of 6.95 million teu at end 
June and it since increased to 816 ships and 7.10 Mteu. 

Optimism over the economic viability of scrubbers has diminished somewhat 
since the early days of the sulphur regulations, although ultimately predictions 
of a total 1,000 ships by the end of 2022 may not be far off the mark. While a 
scrubber equipped vessel was added to the fleet at a rate of one every ten 
hours in December 2019 just prior to the introduction of the regulations, that 
ratio fell to one every two days in the first half of 2021.  

Scrubber owners have seen the price spread between heavy fuel oil and low 
sulphur fuel oil rise back above USD100 in 2021, as the oil price has reco-
vered. By comparison, average spreads in Rotterdam and Singapore reached 
USD83-87 over 2020, a premium which falls further to USD53-$56 if the ex-
traordinary prices seen in the first quarter of that year are stripped out. Larger 
premiums generally increase the benefits for scrubber owners who must recoup 
the investment cost of the equipment which can run as high as USD 8 M for a 
megamax.  

Japan’s ONE was notable for adding scrubber-fitted tonnage to its fleet during 
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 CORPORATE UPDATES 

the first half of the year, despite being an initial sceptic of the tech-
nology and the only top 10 carrier not to start 2020 with scrubber 
tonnage. The carrier added eight  ships between 1 January and 1 
July, bringing its total to 20 units of 245,000 teu.  

35% of top 10 carrier capacity scrubber fitted  

ONE remains far behind its competitors however with 15% of fleet 
capacity scrubber fitted, versus an average 35% for the top 10 car-
riers. Evergreen added 15 ships equipped with exhaust cleaning 
systems in the period, bringing its proportion up to 65% of fleet ca-
pacity, the second highest after HMM at 83%. Meanwhile MSC re-
mains the largest operator of scrubbed-fitted tonnage by number 
and capacity, at 185 ships of 1.84 Mteu, equivalent to 46% of its 
fleet. 

At the other end of the scale COSCO is the carrier with the lowest 
percentage of scrubber-fitted ships at just 10%, while Wan Hai, the 
12th largest carrier, has no scrubber-fitted tonnage.  

LNG-powered capacity nearly doubles in H1 2021 

While scrubber take-up has slowed, the use of LNG as an alternative 
fuel has been gaining traction. LNG-powered capacity on the water 
rose 90% between 1 January and 1 July to a total of 23 ships of 
265,000 teu, although to date it remains a small percentage of the 
overall world fleet at the equivalent of just 1.1% of global teu capaci-
ty. 

Nearly all the growth came from the CMA CGM group, which took 
delivery of seven ships totalling 110,000 teu. CMA CGM now con-
trols 17 out of the 23 LNG-fuelled ships trading.  

The only other carrier to add LNG fuelled capacity in the period was 
Hapag-Lloyd following its test conversion of the 14,600 teu SAJIR.  

However increased demand for LNG propulsion was marked in the 
orderbook. Some 34 LNG-fuelled ships (equivalent to 526,000 teu) 
were ordered in the first half of the year. At a total of 71 ships of 1.1 
Mteu, LNG-fuelled orders now represent 22% of capacity under 
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